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Pastor Mark’s Moment

Happy New Year!!!

Well, it’s that time of year again. Resolutions abound, and I have
one to suggest as well. I would like to encourage you to set apart some
time daily to be involved in personal devotions (prayer and Bible reading/
study). Over the past three years some of us have been working through
Search the Scriptures which coupled Bible reading with daily study ques-
tions. If you are looking for something new, I would encourage you to
look at The Daily Walk Bible. 1t takes you through the entire Bible in a
year, and each day has additional information that helps you to understand
what you are reading. I have also had several people mention how helpful
the One Y ear Chronological Bible has been to their understanding of Bib-
lical events and the working of God’s plan through the ages.

If you are looking for something entirely new that still incorpo-
rates Bible reading with a devotional, I would like to suggest For the Love
of God by D.A. Carson (available in two volumes). Valerie and I will be
going through this over the next two years, which means we’ll be going
through the New Testament and Psalms twice, and the Old Testament
once, over the course of that time. Carson’s aim in his devotional is to
“keep the big picture of the Bible’s story line in mind, and to see what
relevance this has for our thinking and living.” If you are really ambitious
you could choose to do the full Bible reading in each volume of the devo-
tional, which would mean that in addition to having a devotional reading
for each day over the next two years, you would also go through the New
Testament and Psalms four times, and the Old Testament twice in two
years!

Let me leave you with this thought: why is it so important to cou-
ple Bible reading with devotional reading? Here are the words of D.A.
Carson: “Devotional guides tend to offer short, personal readings from the
Bible, sometimes only a verse or two, followed by several paragraphs of
edifying exposition. Doubtless they provide personal help for believers
with private needs, fears, and hopes. But they do not provide the frame-
work of what the Bible says — the ‘plotline’ or ‘story line’ — the big pic-
ture that makes sense of all the little bits of the Bible. Wrongly used, such
devotional guides may ultimately engender the profoundly wrong-headed
view that God exists to sort out my problems; they may foster profoundly
mistaken interpretations of some Scriptures, simply because the handful
of passages they treat are no longer placed within the framework of the
big picture, with is gradually fading from view. Only systematic and re-
peated reading of the whole Bible can meet these challenges.”
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50 PLus

Join “ 5 0 en"Wednesday, January

11, 2017 as we hear from Michelle

Hefty about the fDark Sky Initiativeo

at Newport State Park following
lunch at Noon. (Sign up at the wel-
come desk. Lunch $5 donation.)

WOMEN’S MINISTRY TEAM

The Women& Ministry Team is
sponsoring monthly Scrapbooking/
Craft Events. The next one is
scheduled for Friday/Saturday,
January 6-7. Friday they work from
2 to 9 PM & Saturday from 9 AM to
2 PM. Bring your work (fun) and
accomplish a new project while
having fun building relationships
with other women. You may re-
quest to join dhe Crafty Scrap-
bookers@First Baptistéon Face-
book for current information &
plans for food, etc.

SINGLES OVER 50

SO50 will be eating together Sun-
day, January 22nd ~ Noon at the
Cornerstone in Baileys Harbor.

A sign-up sheet to reserve your
place at the table will be available
at the Welcome Center

ellowship
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FROM THE ELDER BOARD

The meeting was opened by prayer with members
praying for specific church family needs.

The agenda was approved with additional items.

The minutes from November were approved.

The November financial report was approved.

The semi-annual church business meeting was
recapped and reviewed.

Various benevolence issues were discussed.

Officers were elected for 2017.

Other items were discussed.

The next meeting will be on January 17th @ 7pm.

The meeting was closed in prayer.

NNNNN NNNN N

COMMUNITY HEALTH INFORMATION PROGRAM
Sunday, January 25th ~4 PM
Resources for Living in Northern Door County
Transportation, Medical Equipment & Meal Options
Pam Busch & Sheila Petroni

Sponsored by Northern Door Health & Wellness
Held in the Gathering Room @ First Baptist

ELEVATE DOOR COUNTY ~ Youth Group

December 7th, we made about
200 cookies and delivered them to
the firefighters, first responders,
Scand nurses and residents.
Wednesday the 7th, Kirsten and [
were able to eat lunch at Gibraltar
with the students. We are planning
on continuing to do this often in the future.

On Saturday the 10th, we went to the watch the
Newsboys in Green Bay. Sunday, December 11th
started our first paintball day with many more to fol-
low in the upcoming months. Wednesday, December
14th was our Christmas party. We will be taking a
short break and will not meet on the 21st and 28th of
December and launch the New Year January 4th.

ELEVATE
door county
youth group

A Few S€atistics
Date 10:30 _S.S. Offering
December 4 105 56 $12,246.00
December 11 115 33 $ 5,382.00
December 18 114 N/A $ 6,400.00
December 25 121 N/A  $19.,871.00
$ 43,899.00
BIRTHDAYS Z ‘,f = A
10th: Joanne Clove =T
11th: Dale Visgar —
14th: Robin Warecki !
17th: Evelyn Hulbert ANNIVERSARIES
18th: Linda Perkins 1st:  Gene & Karen Sunstrom
20th: Becca Anderson 45 years
23rd: Sue Lundquist 2nd: Dave & Gretta Shepherd
Vivian Nienow 6 years
24th: Jan Mason 11th: Bill & Betsy Olsen
' 70 years
Mike Walker 13th: Dick & P VanVleet
. . Dic eggy VanVliee
26th: Paul Hartmann 55 years
29th: Cindy Linton
Larry Perkins thda
31st: Bob Ouradnik r y S




First Baptist Church
2622 S. Bay Shore Dr.
Sister Bay, WI 54234
920.854.2544

www.firstbaptistsisterbay.com
firstbaptistsisterbay@gmail.com

FROM OUR GLOBAL MINISTRY

This last fall we added Cherie and Toby Curtis to the list of
missionaries that our church supports. Toby grew up in a
Christian home, received the Lord at an early age and be-
came serious about his faith as a young adult. Cherie was
home schooled in Alaska; her father read from the Bible,
and she became a believer after a visiting pastor presented
the Gospel. Both attended Alaska Bible College where To-
by received a BA degree in Bible studies with an emphasis
on missions and Cherie received a certificate. Toby and
Cherie met at this college and were married when he was a
sophomore. They have two daughters Carrie who is inter-
ested in aviation ministry and Twila age 16.

After graduating from Alaska Bible College, Toby and
Cherie gained business experience by running a truck ac-
cessory store, plus Peddle and Paddle Performance, which
led to meeting Pastor Patrick Chandra in Zambia. Their
oldest daughter Carrie was involved in a bicycle ministry
there. This pastor needed someone to raise pigs, chickens,
goats, and cash crops, mainly bananas, on a 44 acre farm to
provide funds for the orphanage and school in this area. In
addition to their business experience, they developed exper-
tise in raising animals, building fences, and running farm
equipment while living in Wyoming. Their rural and wil-
derness backgrounds have made them resourceful in de-
manding environments.

Toby, Cherie & Twila Curtigitwe, Zambia

They will be
working for Faith
Children's Vil-
lage. Toby and
Cherie have sold
their house, and
the closing is :
scheduled for the |
middle of De-
cember. Tickets
have been pur-
chased, and the
planned departure date is December 29th; they will arrive in
Zambia during the rainy season, so they can't start building
their home until spring. Temporary housing will be needed
for those few months. Arrangements have been made to
pick up their Toyota truck in Zambia. Upon arrival they will
be busy with learning the local language, developing friend-
ships with the orphans, possibly planning a drip irrigation
system for the farm, and working with young adults.

Prayer requests:

~ financial support for preparation of this trip,

~ packing and shipping of barrels and propane appliances,
~ closing on the sale of their house before they depart, and
~ a place to live in Kitwe, Zambia while their house is built.




